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Military Banners of the Radziwill Family in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the
Seventeenth Century

Franciszek Viscardi, PhD candidate (Poland)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

This paper examines military banners commissioned for units in the service of the Radziwilt
family in the seventeenth-century Grand Duchy of Lithuania. As one of the most powerful
noble houses of the Polish—Lithuanian Commonwealth, the Radziwilts used military insignia
not only for identification on the battlefield, but also as instruments of political representation
and social communication.

The analysis is based on surviving banners preserved in the State Trophy Collection of the
Swedish Army Museum (Armémuseum) in Stockholm, examined alongside iconographic
sources such as paintings and engravings, as well as relevant archival materials from the
Central Archives of Historical Records in Warsaw (Archiwum Glowne Akt Dawnych) and the
National Museum in Krakow (Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie). Particular attention is given
to the material features of the banners, their heraldic and symbolic programmes, and the
circumstances of their production and use.

The paper explores how these banners articulated magnate authority and noble identity within
the military structures of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. By situating the banners at the
intersection of military practice and cultural heritage, the presentation contributes to broader
discussions on the role of noble families in shaping the political and symbolic landscapes of
the early modern state.
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Franciszek Viscardi is a PhD student at the Doctoral School in the Humanities, Institute of
History, Jagiellonian University in Krakow. He is currently preparing his doctoral dissertation
entitled “The Lost Heritage of Many Nations: Military Banners of the Former Polish—
Lithuanian Commonwealth from the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries .
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Radvily giminés karinés véliavos XVII a. Lietuvos DidZiojoje KunigaikStystéje

Franciszek Viscardi, doktorantas (Lenkija)
Pranesimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.

Santrauka

Siame praneSime nagrinégjamos XVII a. Lietuvos DidZiojoje Kunigaikitystéje naudotos
Radvily giminés karinés véliavos. Jos buvo skirtos daliniams, tarnavusiems Radviloms.
Biidami viena galingiausiy Abiejy Tauty Respublikos didiky giminiy, Radvilos véliavas
naudojo ne tik miiSio lauke atpazinimui, bet ir kaip politinés reprezentacijos bei socialinés
komunikacijos priemong.

Tyrimas remiasi i§likusiomis véliavomis, saugomomis Svedijos kariuomenés muziejaus
(Armémuseum) valstybiniy troféjy kolekcijoje Stokholme. Jos analizuojamos kartu su
ikonografiniais Saltiniais — paveikslais ir gravitiromis — bei archyvine medziaga i§ VarSuvos
Senyjy akty pagrindinio archyvo (Archiwum Glowne Akt Dawnych) ir Krokuvos nacionalinio
muziejaus (Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie). Tyrime nagrinéjama, i§ ko ir kaip $ios véliavos
buvo pagamintos, kokie heraldiniai ir simboliniai Zenklai jose vaizduojami, bei kokiomis
aplinkybémis jos buvo sukurtos ir naudotos.

PraneSime atskleidziama, kaip Sios véliavos iSreiské didiky valdzig ir bajoriska tapatybe
Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés karinése struktiirose. Véliavos Cia analizuojamos kaip
karinés praktikos ir kultiiros paveldo dalis. Sis tyrimas prisideda prie platesniy diskusijy apie
didiky giminiy vaidmenj formuojant ankstyvyjy naujyjy laiky valstybés politinj ir simbolinj
krastovaizdj.
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Franciszek Viscardi — Jogailos universiteto Krokuvoje Istorijos instituto doktorantas. Savo
disertacijoje jis tiria prarastg buvusios Abiejy Tauty Respublikos karinj veksilologinj pavelda,
daugiausia démesio skirdamas XVII-XVIII a. karinéms véliavoms.
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